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Sector agreement aimed at increasing the range of products made of wood from sustainable forests
Having regard to UNEP’s (United Nations Environment Programme) Marrakech Process for sustainable consumption and production;
Having regard to the Convention on Biological Diversity, ratified by Belgium on 22 November 1996 and the EU objective to halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010;
Having regard to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), ratified by Belgium on 3 October 1983; 

Having regard to the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE);
Having regard to the European Commission action plan for sustainable consumption and production and sustainable industry policy of 16 July 2008;
Having regard to the European Commission Action Plan for Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) of May 2003;
Having regard to the federal purchasing policy aiming to promote products made of wood from sustainably-managed forests, with a view to stimulating demand and acting as an example to the rest of society;
Having regard to the law of 21 December 1998 on product standards aimed at promoting sustainable production methods and consumption as well as protecting the environment and health, Article 6;
Having regard to the framework agreement of 8 April 2009 aimed at increasing the range of products produced with respect for the environment in the distribution sector for the period 2009-2012, signed by the Minister for Climate and Energy, Paul Magnette, FEDIS (the Belgian distribution federation), UNIZO (Unie van Zelfstandige Ondernemers) and the UCM (Union for the self-employed);
Having regard to the notification of negotiations to the relevant representative organisations of the Central Economic Council on ... ;
Having regard to the publication (in summary form) of the draft sector agreement in the Belgian Monitor on ..., announced in x daily news publications in French and x daily news publications in Flemish, as well as on the federal portal of the Directorate General for the Environment of the Federal Public Service for Public Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment; 

Having regard to the communication (in summary form) of the draft agreement to the Federal Council for Sustainable Development, the Supreme Council for Health, the Consumer Council and the Central Economic Council;
Having regard to the communication (in summary form) of the draft sector agreement to the Chamber of Representatives as well as to the Walloon Government, the Flemish Government and the Government of the Brussels-Capital Region;
Having regard to the opinions, comments and objections in response to this agreement;
Having regard to the analysis of these opinions, comments and objections and their transmission to the relevant organisations;
Having regard to the notification of the draft agreement to the European Commission on ...;
Having regard to the statutes/mandates… (to be indicated for each signatory organisation - see conditions to Article 6(1)(2) of the LNP);
Whereas production and consumption methods should be modified to reduce their impact on the environment as far as possible;
Whereas the purpose of the framework agreement of 8 April 2009 is gradually to steer the whole market towards products produced with respect for the environment;
Whereas, with this in mind, it is necessary to ensure that producers and distributors of wooden products in particular are aware of their responsibilities with regard to the ecological and social impact of these products and to encourage production, import and distribution which favour sustainable forest management; 

Whereas the signatories to this agreement wish not just to improve the environmental performance of products placed on the market, in particular wooden products, taking into account the efforts of the producers, importers and distributors, but also to increase and diversify the share of products made of wood from sustainably-managed forests;
Whereas wood is a renewable raw material, if it comes from sustainably-managed forests, and that it is necessary to continue to encourage the use of this raw material;
Whereas public and private initiatives exist to check the origins of wooden products and that transparency in terms of principles and criteria as well as independent checks will contribute to the credibility of these systems; 

Whereas the signatories wish to ensure that their members and consumers are aware of the importance of sustainable forest management and of having a certificate covering wooden products and sustainable forest management;
The signatories agree the following: 

Chapter I. General provisions
Section 1. Subject 

Article 1. 

Sec. 1. This draft is a sector agreement, as defined in Article 6 of the law of 21 December 1998, on product standards aimed at promoting sustainable production methods and consumption as well as protecting the environment and health.
Sec. 2. The purpose of this agreement is to determine the obligations of the signatories with a view to the following:
· increasing the share of products made of wood from sustainably-managed forests on the Belgian market;
· ensuring that signatories and the consumer are aware that wood is a renewable raw material, provided that it comes from sustainably-managed forests, and to emphasise the importance of a certificate covering sustainable forest management, as defined in Article 8(2) of this agreement.
Section 2. Definitions
Article 2. For the purposes of implementing this agreement, the following definitions apply:
1. wooden products: all products manufactured from sawn wood from conifers, tropical deciduous trees, temperate deciduous trees and panels
;
2. sustainable forest management: management of forests in such a way as to maintain their biological diversity, their productivity, their capacity for regeneration, their vitality and their capacity to satisfy, both now and in the future, ecological, economic and social needs at local, national and world level, without causing harm to any other ecosystems
; 

3. legally-produced wooden products: wood-based products manufactured from wood which has been legally felled in compliance with the environmental and socio-economic legislation applicable in the country of origin;  

4. Support Committee: An equally-mixed support committee (public/private), consisting of at least two members of the public authorities, including a representative of the FPS Public Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment and one from the FPS Economy, as well as a representative of each signatory;
5. Directorate General for the Environment: Directorate General for the Environment of the Federal Public Service for Public Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment.
Chapter II. Commitments 

Section 1. Common commitments
Article 3. The signatories shall organise, jointly, throughout the duration of this agreement, regular communications to inform the consumer about sustainable forest management and the importance of a certificate covering sustainable forest management as defined in Article 8(2). This communication shall be prepared by the Support Committee, which may be expanded for this purpose to include consumer representatives. The Support Committee shall decide on the most appropriate communication plan and means of communication.
Article 4. The signatories shall, jointly and for the whole duration of this agreement, organise training sessions for their members to ensure that the agreement is implemented correctly. These training sessions shall be prepared by the Support Committee. 

Article 5. The signatories shall organise information campaigns to persuade their members and the consumer of the importance of a certificate covering sustainable forest management in order to promote sustainable forest management and the use of certified raw materials. 

Article 6. The signatories shall remain faithful to the content and spirit of this agreement in any public communications.
Section 2. Signatory commitments, with the exception of the Federal State
Article 7. From the moment this agreement enters into force, the signatories shall undertake to place on the market products made of legally-produced wood, as defined in this agreement, and shall do their utmost to demonstrate that these wooden products and the raw materials used to produce them are of legal origin.
In no event shall the signatories place on the market wooden products made of the types of wood listed under Annex 1 of the CITES Convention and where other types of wood are concerned they shall follow the CITES Convention to the letter. 

Article 8. 

Sec. 1. The share of products made of wood from sustainably-managed forests and placed on the market by members of the signatory parties shall be increased according to the following proportions and timeframes:
1) By 31 December 2012:
- at least 1.55 x A
 of wooden products placed on the market made of wood from sustainably-managed forests;
2) By 31 December 2015:
- at least 1.95 x A of wooden products placed on the market made of wood from sustainably-managed forests;
3) By 31 December 2018:
· at least 2.35 x A of wooden products placed on the market made of wood from sustainably-managed forests;
Sec. 2. To demonstrate that these products are made of wood from sustainable forests, the products must, in accordance with this agreement, carry the following:
· a certificate of sustainable forest management recognised by the federal authority. These forest certification systems shall be accredited under the federal purchasing policy on products made of sustainably-produced wood. 

or
· a certificate or equivalent licence for sustainable forest management based on the principles and criteria permitted at international level (e.g. MCPFE
  and/or ITTO
). These principles and criteria must be available to the public and must be subject to regular independent checks. These certification systems must be communicated to the Directorate General for the Environment.
Article 9. The signatories shall undertake actively to promote the certification of sustainable forest management, as defined in Article 8(2), and production chain control among their affiliated members.
Section 3. Federal State commitments
Article 10. To guarantee that the training mentioned in Article 4 is implemented correctly, the Federal State shall provide technical assistance.
Article 11. To finance the information campaigns pursuant to Article 5, the Federal State shall make sufficient budgetary resources available each year.
Article 12.  The Federal State shall publish the text of this agreement on the federal portal of the Directorate General for the Environment at the date of its entry into force, as well as the results of its implementation at the end of each three-year period.
Chapter III. Monitoring and reporting
Article 13. The implementation of this agreement shall be assessed yearly by the Support Committee.
Article 14. The signatories shall contribute to a market study, financed by the Federal State, which will be carried out with a view to monitoring the progress of the commitments undertaken in Articles 7 and 8 and whose results will be available six months after each date indicated in Article 8(1). The study shall list the proportion of sawn wood from conifers, sawn wood from tropical deciduous trees, sawn wood from temperate deciduous trees and panels from sustainably-managed forests placed on the Belgian market. The signatories shall be consulted during the drafting of the specifications for this market study, and the methodology used shall be that applied in the market study carried out by Probos in 2009
.
Each year, the signatories shall send the Directorate General for the Environment a report validating the results of the market study mentioned in this Article.
Article 15.  Each year, the signatories shall send the Directorate General for the Environment a report on the activities carried out to promote sustainable forest management certification and production chain monitoring.  The Support Committee shall discuss these reports and draw up recommendations to improve the efficiency and consistency of these activities.
Article 16. In the event of failure to meet the commitments set out in Articles 7 and 8, observed by the Federal State and followed by notification by registered letter to the signatories, the signatories shall jointly implement a plan to ensure that they start to meet the objectives again, within two months of the date on which observation of the failure to meet objectives was notified.
If the Directorate General for the Environment rejects this plan, it shall summon the other signatories by registered letter, indicating the reasons for rejection, to obtain consensus on the plan to ensure objectives are met once again.
Chapter V. Final provisions
Section 1. Duration of the agreement
Article 17. This agreement shall enter into force on 1 July 2010 and shall expire on 31 December 2018.
Article 18. This agreement may be terminated by one of the parties, with six months’ notice and with an explanation of the reasons behind the termination. 

Termination shall be notified, and if not notified it shall be considered invalid, by registered letter to all signatories to the agreement. 

The notice period shall start from the first day of the month following the notification. 

Section 2. Amendments
Article 19. This agreement may be amended with the agreement of all parties and in accordance with Article 6 of the law of 21 December 1998 on product standards aimed at promoting sustainable production methods and consumption as well as protecting the environment and health.
Article 20. Any amendment to the European regulation to which this agreement refers shall be considered to amend this agreement automatically.
Article 21. However, if one of the parties deems that such an amendment is liable to involve changes to the obligations set out in this agreement, where these changes would run contrary to the intentions of the agreement, this party may invite the others to carry out a joint evaluation of the consequences of the abovementioned amendment and of the need to amend this agreement. 

Section 3. Competence clause
Article 22. Any disputes relating to the interpretation, validity, implementation or breaking of this agreement shall fall under the exclusive competence of the courts of Brussels. 

Section 4. Final provision
Article 23. This agreement is hereby concluded in Brussels on ... and signed by representatives of each party.
Each party hereby acknowledges receipt of a copy of the agreement.
Between: 

The Federal State, represented by Paul Magnette, Minister for Climate and Energy, hereinafter referred to as the Federal State,
And:
2 the non-profit association FEDIS (Belgian Distribution Federation), represented by…
3, xxxxxxxxx
� Cases and loading platforms are excluded in accordance with the methodology used in the Probos Study (Gecertificeerd hout op de Belgische markt in 2008, Probos, 2009).


� Resolution H1 of the MCPFE defines sustainable forest management as: ‘the stewardship and use of forests and forest lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity, regeneration capacity, vitality and their potential to fulfill, now and in the future, relevant ecological, economic and social functions, at local, national, and global levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems’ (MCPFE resolution H1, Helsinki, 1993)





�At 31 December 2008,  "A" is the share of products made of wood from sustainably-managed forests placed on the market by signatory party members in relation to the total volume of wooden products placed on the market by signatory party members at 31 December 2008, calculated by Probos (Gecertificeerd hout op de Belgische markt in 2008, Probos, 2009) and is equal to 15 %. This figure only includes the share of wooden products which were FSC and PEFC certified on the Belgian market in 2008. 


� MCPFE: The Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (http://www.mcpfe.org/)


� ITTO: The International Tropical Timber Organization (http://www.itto.int/)


� “Gecertificeerd hout op de Belgische markt in 2008”, Probos, 2009
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